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Buda was the general rendezvous of the various crusad-
ing bodies. The Franco-Burgundian forces were present
at Dijon on 20 April 1396 in accordance with the terms
of the 'Ordpnnance', and proceeded thence to Mont-
bfliard. Jean de Nevers, who was in Paris on 6 April
and arrived at Dijon on 13 April, left the Burgundian
capital ten days later than his army and took command at
Montb^liard.1 Proceeding through the Franche-Comtd
and Upper Alsace, the army crossed the Rhine south of
Strasbourg and gained the upper valley of the Danube in
Bavaria, At Ratisbon, the German auxiliaries, led by John
of Nuremberg and Count Palatine Ruprecht, joined the
army of Nevers; and the combined forces travelled to
Straubing, Passau and Vienna. At Straubing, a great
reception was given in honour of Jean de Nevers by his
brother-in-law Albert of Bavaria, while Artois and Bouci-
caut continued with the vanguard of the army to Austria.
They arrived in Vienna at Whitsuntide (21 May) and
Nevers reached the same destination on St. John's Day
(24 June). Leopold IV, Duke of Austria and a second
brother-in-law of the comte de Nevers, received them with
great honour, furnished them with several shiploads of
provisions and wine, and gave their leader a loan of 100,000
ducats, while a Flemish knight named Walter de Ruppes
was sent ahead of the army to announce its approach to
King Sigismund. The crusaders reached Buda probably
late in July 1396. The English contingent, too, is known
to have been present by this time; and a general council
of war was held to consider plans.2 Sigismund wished
to adopt defensive tactics and wait for the enemy in his
Hungarian strongholds; but his prudent suggestions were
unanimously rejected by the commanders of the foreign
contingents who, according to Froissart, came 'to conquer
the whole of Turkey and to march into the Empire of
1 Froissart (Kervyn), XV, 230; Religieux, II, 428-9; Plancher, III, H9?
cf. Nicopolis, 50, 178 notes.
2 Nicopolis, 50-6,178-80 notes.   Except for a small body under Henri de
Bar and Enguerrand de Coucy who went by way of Lombardy, Venice and
the eastern Alpine paths to Buda, the bulk of the army therefore followed the
land route as delineated through Germany and Austria.